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Fuchinobe Community Church  

The main room of the English 
language school, where we 

will have worship services on 
Sunday afternoons 

Greetings from Fuchinobe! ItĴs been already two months that 
Sunday services started at Fuchinobe and several exciting things 
have happened. We have been continually amazed at GodĴs 
provision, starting with fact that Fuchinobe Community Church 
could begin on May 23 and is meeting Sunday after Sunday. And 
as we see that happen, we are in particular grateful for all of you, 
through whose prayers and support the Lord has abundantly 
provided. Thank you so much for your partnership!  
We have also been blessed with one or two new visitors almost 
every week. It takes a lot for the busy Japanese to decide to spend 
their precious Sunday afternoon in church. So we always have a 
sense of amazement at GodĴs various and unexpected ways of 
prompting people to come and be exposed, even if it is only for a 
few hours, to His Word.  
It has been our prayer that God would form a core group at FCC, 
and in this regard we have been very encouraged by a Taiwanese 
Christian lady who has decided to be actively involved in the 
church plant, and also by a Japanese-American student who has 
been looking for a church and English- speaking friends. (As you 
can see, FCC has so far been an international churchļ)  
What are some further steps? One would be to broaden the 
communication around the Sunday service, especially to the 
neighboring universities and through a website. But for non-
Christians, it remains quite difficult to see the relevance of church 
services. Since it takes a whole process for someone to eventually 
start seriously thinking about the relevance of Jesus for his or her 
life, we would like to have various activities that help people step 
by step on their spiritual journey. We have begun building 
relationships with people around us through French cooking 
classes and the day care program for kids at Sagamihara Grace 
Chapel, and are considering starting a Bible discovery small group 
after the summer.     

A Sunday Service  

at FCC  

The Sunday services take 
place from 2:30 pm in the 
room of an English 
language school on the 4th 
floor of an office building. 
We start with Bible 
readings, as well as praise 
songs in Japanese and also 
English. Naoko, from 
Sagamihara Grace Chapel, 
plays the keyboard, and 
Jessica sometimes the 
violin. Tomoyuki and his 
father Nobuo Abe alternate 
every week to preach. After 
the service we have a time 
of fellowship around 
cookies and iced tea, then a 
prayer time in small 
groups.   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Japanniversary !  
(by Jessica) 
On June 11, 2009, we landed in 
Narita Airport. So, to celebrate a 
year of adventures, IĴd like to share 
a few of those that come with living 
in a new country. But first, youĴve 
got to try a Tokyo version of  
ĶWhere is Waldo?ķ ~ 
                  Where is Tomoyuki?? 

Japan this kind of bicycle gets stolen more than new 
ones because people donĴt usually use strong locks. 
So, to ride a rusty bicycle is somewhat suspect. Add 
to that the fact that I could be an illegal immigrant, 
and that I didnĴt stop when the police called me (in 
Japanese) one day coming out of language school. 
This was definitely all very suspect, and in the end, I 
needed to show my residency card and bike license 
plate. At least, it was comforting to see that 
policemen here spend their time looking for stolen 
bicycles. Japan is definitely a safe country.  

The usual suspects  

Two days after my first encounter  

with the police (I was still in shock), things could 
have gone worse. As I was riding my bicycle at night, 
it went into a hole in the pavement, which made me 
lose my balance and also one of my shoes. The time 
to stop the bike and turn around to pick up the shoe, 
I realized a policeman was standing not ten feet 
ahead. For sure that was going to look suspect. 
Immediately I started to mentally prepare how to say 
ĶI just lost my shoe in the dark.ķ Fortunately, that 
night the policeman was watching for speeding, not 
stolen bicycles, and I didnĴt get stopped. 

Since  f resh produce s are usually  quit e  

expensive here, I was very happy one day to find a 
nice big melon for a very decent price. Except that 
it turned out that the melon was a tôgan, a very 
bitter sort of cucumber used in soups, which does 
not work very well as dessert, yuck!  

One thing that keeps amazing me is to  

see how well Japanese society is organized.  Take for 
instance the case of a roll of toilet paper that may be 
seen on the floor at the entrance of a residence 
building. I thought it must have dropped from 
someoneĴs shopping bag. But the truth is that this roll 
of paper toilet is part of an intriguing system, 
whereby someone places at the buildingĴs entrance 
old newspapers, which will be picked up, recycled 
in to    recyc ledrecyc led  in to  to i le t  paper 

I think I mentioned in a previous 
newsletter that the bicycle IĴm 
using here is old and rusty. In 
Japan,  

 into toilet paper, and duly returned to the 
newspaper donator.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Permanent Address:  
2-27-8-305 Fuchinobe, Chuo-ku, Sagamihara-shi, Kanagawa-ken 252-0206, Japan  
Email:   harbowtomo@yahoo.co.jp  ;   jn.poirier@yahoo.fr              Phone: +(81) 42-707-4286 

 

Praises &  

   Prayer Requests  

¶ Praise God for the 
encouraging start at 
Fuchinobe, for the new 
comers and the beginning of 
fellowship.  
¶ Praise God for our first 
year in Japan. Please keep 
praying as the adaptation 
process continues. 

¶ Please pray for GodĴs 
direction during the Sunday 
services and also as we 
consider what else we can do 
here in Fuchinobe.   

¶ Pray that God would be 
glorified in the church 
retreat, changes in EC Japan 
and time of rest this summer. 

If you wish to support our 
church planting activity in 
Sagamihara, please address 
your gift to the Global 
Ministries Office: 
100 W Park Avenue 
Myerstown, PA 17067 
(717)-866-7584 
Thank you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Summer Plans  

Even though the calendar says the summer is well underway, 
most of the summer activities are still to come. This year the 
summer retreat of the EC Church in Japan will take place on 
August 7-9, with Randy Sizemore, Director of Global 
Ministries (the international arm of the EC Church), as the 
main speaker. In addition to teaching during that weekend, 
Randy will be performing three ordination services and one 
installation service! Tomoyuki and Kenichiro Sudo, who has 
been serving in Kyodo Church with John Masuda, will be 
ordained pastors, Jessica will become a licentiate, and Nobuo 
Abe, pastor of Sagamihara Grace Chapel will be installed as the 
leader of EC Japan thus succeeding to John Masuda.  
Another exciting piece of news for the EC Church and the Abe 
family is that Yoriyoshi, TomoyukiĴs cousin, will be starting 
pastoral training at Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Myerstown, PA, from September.  
We are also looking forward to the visit of JessicaĴs parents and 
brothers, and to a few days away from the heat and humidity 
of Tokyo, in the mountains of Nagano later in August.  
 
 


