Fuchinobe Community Church A Sunday Service

at FCC

The Sunday services tak
place from 2:30 pmin the
room of an English
language school on the™
floor of an office building.
We start with Bible
readings, as well apraise
songs in Japanese and al
English.  Naoko, from
Sagamihara Grace Chape
plays the keyboard, anc
Jessica sometimes  tt
violin. Tomoyuki and his
father Nobuo Abealternate
every week to preach. Afte
the service we have a tim
of  fellowship  around
cookies and iced tea, then
prayer time in small
groups.

Greetings from Fuchinobel t J s been alrea
Sunday services started Btichinobeand severalexciting things
have happenedWe have been contin

provision, starting with fact tha Fuchinobe Community Cheh
could beginon May 23and is meeting Sunday after Sund&nd
as we se¢hat happen we arein particular grateful for all of you,
through whose prayers and support the Lord has abunda
provided.Thank you so much for your partnership!

We have also been blessed witme or two new visitorsalmost
every weeklt takes a lot for the busyapanes#o decide to spen
their precious Sunday afternoon in church. So we always ha
sense of a ma zvarinesrahd uaekpecBavaysio$
prompting people tacome and be exposed, even ifstanly for a
few hours, to His Word.

It has been ouprayer that God would form a core group at FC
and in this regardwe have been very encouraged by a Taiwan
Christian lady who has decided to bectively involved in the
church plant, andalsoby a Japanesémerican student whdas
beenlooking for a church and Englishspeaking friends(As you
can see, FCC has so far) been
What are some further ste@sOne would beto broaden the
communication around the Sunday service, especially to

neighboring universitiesand through a websiteBut for non

Christians, it remains quite difficult teee the relevance of churc %
servicesSince ittakes a whole proceder someondo eventually |
start seriously thinking abouthe relevance of Jesus fois or her
life, we would like tohave variousactivities thathelp peoplestep
by step on their spiritual journeyWe have begun building

relationships with people around us through French cooki
classes and the day care program for kids at Sagamihara G
Chapel, and & consideringstaring a Bible discovergmall group +
after the summer.




First Japanniversary !
(by Jessica)

On June 11, 2009we landed in
Narita Airport. S to celebratea
year of adventured Jd | i k|
a fewof those that come with living
in a new country But fi _
got to try a Tokyo version of i
KWh e Maldo? & ~

The usual suspects
| think | mentioned in a previous
newsl etter t ha-
using here is old and rusty. Ir \
Japan this kind of bicycle gets stolen more than n
ones peopl e loadko
Sq to ride a rusty bicycles somewhatsuspect. Add
to that the fact that could be an illegal immigrant,
andthat | didn J t when the police calledne (in
Japanesedne daycoming out oflanguage school
This was definitely all very suspecand n the end |
neeced to show my residency card and bike licens
plate. At least, it was comforting to see that
policemen here spentheir time looking for stolen
bicycles. Japan is definitely a safe country.

because

One thing that keeps amazing me is to

seehow well Japanese society is organizdake for
instance the case of a roll of toilet paper that may
seen onthe floor at the entrance of aesidence
building. | thought it must havedropped from
sBhtdhe tputh isthat thisarall
of paper toilet is part of an intriguingsystem,
whereby someone placegt he bui | di
old newspapers, which will be picked up, recycle

someoneds

into toilet paper,
newspaper donator.

and duly returned to th

Since fresh produce s areusually quit e

expensivehere, | was very happy one day to find
nice big melon for a very decent price. Except tf
it turned out that the melon was #@gan a very
bitter sott of cucumber used in soups, which dox

not work very well as desseftyuck!

Two days after my first encounter

with the police (I was still in shock) things could
have gonevorse. As | was riding my bicycl night,

it went into a holein the pavementwhich made me
lose my balance andlsoone ofmy shoa. The time
to stop thebike and turn aroundto pick up theshoe

| realized a policeman was standing not ten fe
ahead. For sure that was going tdook suspect.
Immediately | started to mentally prepare how to s
Kl j ust I m yFortenatedyethat i
night the policeman waswatching for speetéhg, not

stolen bicyclesandIldi dnJt get sto

ost



Summer Plans

Even though the calendar says the summer is well undery
most of the summer activities are still to comidis year lhe
summerretreat of the EC Church in Japan will take place
August 79, with Randy Sizemore, Director ofSlobal
Ministries (the international arm of the EC Churchgs the
main speaker In addition to teaching during that weeken
Randy will be performing three ordination services and @
installation service! Tomoyuki and Kenichiro Sydeho has
been servingin Kyodo Church with John Masudayill be
ordained pastorsJessica will become licentiate, and Nobud
Abe, pastor of Sagamihara Grace Chapel will be installed a
leader of EC Japan thus succeeding to John Masuda.
Another excitingpiece of news fothe EC Church and the Ab
family i s t hat Yoriyoshi, Tomo
pastoral training at Evangelical Theological Seminary
Myerstown, PA, from September.

We ae alsolooking forward to the visit ofl e s sparents arsl
brothers,and to a few days away from the heat and humidi
of Tokyqin the mountains of Nagankater in August

Praises &
Prayer Requests

1 Praise God for the
encouraging start at
Fuchinobe, for the new
comers and the beginning o
fellowship.

9 Praise God for our first
year in Japan. Please ke
praying as the adaptatior
process continues.
1 Please pay
direction during the Sunday
services and also as we

for

consider whatelsewe can do
here in Fuchinobe.

1 Pray that God wouldbe
glorified the
retreat, changes in EC Japs
and time of rest this summer

in church

If you wish to support our
church planting activity in
Sagantiara, please addres
your gift to the Global

Ministries Office:

100 W Park Avenue
Myerstown, PA 17067
(717)-866- 7584
Thank you.




