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A PRAYER LETTER OF THE GLOBAL MINISTRIES COMMISSION

GLASS PANTS

wo American businessmen had concluded

their deal with a company in a foreign

country, and were going out with their

colleague to celebrate. A local photographer
was brought in to memorialize the moment. After set-
ting up his camera and arranging the men in the proper
position, the photographer looked at them and said
“Glass pants.” The Americans just looked at each
other, uncomprehending. “Glass pants” repeated the
photographer, then more loudly and vigorously,
“Glass Pants! Glass Pants!” Their host was looking
at them expectantly, but the Americans stood there
nervously, not knowing what to do. Finally, in
exasperation, the photographer marched over, grabbed
their hands, and put them into a handshake with each
other. “Glass pants” he said, shaking his head and
muttering under his breath as he returned to his camera.
The light dawned - ‘glass pants’ meant ‘clasp hands.’

That may seem silly, but wars have been started over
misunderstanding another culture’s language and/or
customs. We live in a global and very mobile society;
people from every nation can be found in the USA.
They may shop or work at the local convenience mart,
or in our doctor’s office. Sometimes we try to avoid
them, because it’s difficult to understand their speech.
The next time you meet someone who obviously is not
from your culture or language, try this experiment;
smile. Say hello. See what happens. You might make a
new friend - and a new opportunity to share God’s love.

“Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him,
for you were aliens in Egypt.” Exopus 22:21

—Pat Strain
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OUR MISSIONARY FAMILY

e Chris Bowers was involved in a motorcycle accident in
mid-July and suffered a deep cut to his knee. It affected his ability
to walk, and also to fly, for a couple of weeks. Fortunately, he has
recovered completely and is back in the air.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Jim Bound has left InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and is
now working under Learning to Lean Ministries. Jim continues to
do campus ministry in the VT area.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Joe Toy and his son Ethan spent a week in Mississippi as
part of a work team to help rebuild homes for those affected by
Hurricane Katrina. Joe, Ethan and three other teenagers from
their church drove down to Ml to offer their time and skills.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Jack and Martha Murray have a new address from the
one listed in the 2007 Missionary Directory. Their new address
is 11998 Rough and Ready Way, Rough and Ready, CA 95975.
Please correct your records.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Ann Pauloski has a new mailing address. She is now at 5111
E. Falls View Dr,, San Diego, CA 92115. Please correct your records.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Joe Toy is looking for folks willing to make Christmas
stockings which he uses in his ministry to children in housing
developments. You can find out details by emailing to Joe at
oamphilly@aol.com or calling (610) 583-2266.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e We regret to inform you that Worldfest in IL on September
14-15 has been cancelled due to scheduling conflicts. The other
two Worldfests will go ahead as scheduled- OH/western PA on
September 28-29 at Knox Grace, and Delaware/ Susquehanna
regions on October 12-13, location to be determined.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Ready for Christmas? The Global Ministries Commission
would like to help you with your shopping this year! We will be
sending a GIVING CATALOG later this fall with various ‘gifts’
you can give to people around the world. Watch for it!
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